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Pharmacistôs Advice to Patients

PLAY SAFE WITH MEDICINES

In the newspapers, we can regularly read about patients obtaining

fake products.  Be careful that it does not happen to you.  Do

not buy any medicines from suppliers unknown to you?  If you

are ever in doubt about the quality of a medicine, play safe

and ask your doctor or pharmacist.

FIP Working Group on Counterfeit Medicines

August 2004

For full text see 

http://www.fip.org/www2/subsections/index.php?page=menu_counterfeitmedicines



Haiti to crack down on counterfeit medicines 

The Associated Press 

Monday, July 9, 2007 

PORT-AU-PRINCE, Haiti: Health officials announced a 

crackdown on the counterfeit medicine trade in the capital, 

where street vendors by the hundreds sell unmarked 

antibiotics and cold medications out of buckets and 

plastic bags.  Officials will seize any contraband medicines 

and also shut down unlicensed  pharmacies selling drugs 

that have not undergone safety testing.

Health Director Gabriel Thimothe said Monday.

http://ad.doubleclick.net/click%3Bh=v8/3592/3/0/%2a/q%3B34953186%3B2-0%3B0%3B4933553%3B933-120/600%3B16756482/16774377/1%3B%3B%7Esscs%3D%3fhttp%3A%2F%2Fwww.iht.com/pages/properties/index.php
http://ad.doubleclick.net/click%3Bh=v8/3592/3/0/%2a/q%3B34953186%3B2-0%3B0%3B4933553%3B933-120/600%3B16756482/16774377/1%3B%3B%7Esscs%3D%3fhttp%3A%2F%2Fwww.iht.com/pages/properties/index.php
http://ad.doubleclick.net/jump/news.iht.com/article;cat=article;sz=120x600;ptile=2;ord=123456789?
http://www.iht.com/pages/index.php


Concord Times (Freetown)

2 July 2007

Posted to the web 2 July 2007

Ibrahim Tarawallie   Freetown

Sierra Leone's Pharmacy Board Friday destroyed over Le 500 million fake 

and counterfeit drugs.  The destruction exercise took place at the Central 

Medical Stores compound, New England Ville in Freetown.

The destruction was aimed at eradicating fake, substandard and counterfeit drugs 

nationwide.

Health and Sanitation Minister, Abator Thomas noted that the exercise is another 

mile stone in the board's history, as the event is a warning to unscrupulous 

businessmen to desist from importing or smuggling fake and counterfeit drugs into 

the country.

http://allafrica.com/publishers.html?passed_name=Concord%20Times&passed_location=Freetown


Who are Ghanaôs drug peddlers?
Extract from BBC in Accra

by Emmanuel Acheampong Adomako

üDr Alex Dodoo, one of Ghanaôs leading 

pharmacologists, believes drug-peddling poses 

a ñformidable threatò to the health of Ghanaians.

ü In his office he showed me a liquid sold by a 

drug peddlar which was suspected to have killed 

someone- and was now being investigated by 

the police.

ü He says that drug-peddling is not being tackled 

with the ñrequired urgency.ò



Pharmacy owners arrested for selling 

illegal drugs

ü Extract from the Jakarta Post, 

ü National News

ü July 25, 2007

ü The Jakarta Police have confiscated more than 160,000 medicines 
that lacked distribution permits and arrested two people for allegedly 
distributing the drugs.

ü The police seized the drugs at two pharmacies in the Poris Garden 
housing complex in Cipondoh, Tangerang, Banten and on J1 
Arwana in Penjaringan, North Jakarta, last Thursday.

ü The owners of the two drugstores, only identified as PP and L, who 
were in their respective shops during the raids were arrested.

ü Police spokesman said that they are still tracking down two other 
suspects who played a bigger role as they allegedly imported these 
medicines and have direct contact with the producers. 

ü The Jakata Post.com











Health Canada Reminds Consumers About the Risks of Buying Drugs 
Online

Health Canada

Aug 15, 2007 13:03 ET

OTTAWA, ONTARIO--(Marketwire - Aug. 15, 2007) - Health Canada is 

reminding Canadians about the potential dangers of buying prescription drugs 

online, following the July 4th release of the British Columbia Coroner's report 

on the death of a woman which was attributed to prescription drugs 

purchased online.



Buying Prescription Medicine Online:

A Consumer Safety Guide

Buying your medicine online can be easy. 

Just make sure you do it safely. 

The Internet has changed the way we live, work and 

shop. The growth of the Internet has made it possible to 

compare prices and buy products without ever leaving 

home. But when it comes to buying medicine online, 

it is important to be very careful. Some websites sell 

medicine that may not be safe to use and could put your 

health at risk.



The NABP is a professional association of the state 

boards of Pharmacy.  It has a program to help you find 

some of the pharmacies that are licensed to sell medicine 

online.  Internet Websites that display the seal of this 

program have been checked to make sure they meet 

state and federal rules.



Buying Medicines Over the Internet

What medicines can be bought over the Internet?

The established way to obtain medicines is from a pharmacist.

Increasingly, however, purchases are being made over the Internet.

Anyone contemplating purchasing what may be a prescription

only medicine is strongly urged to consult his or her doctor, rather

than purchase the medicine direct from an Internet supplier without

a prescription.

The main areas of concern relate to the fact that if buying prescription

only medicines over the Internet:

Áthey need not have been prescribed by a healthcare professional;

Áthere may not be checks and controls on the quality and effectiveness

of medicines supplied and

Áthere may be no legal recourse in the event of problem

http://www.mhra.gov.uk/home/idcplg?IdcService=SS_GET_PAGE&nodeId=5


Australia

üThe Therapeutic Goods Administration is 

vigilant on imports, exports and local 

manufacture. Counterfeiting is a criminal 

offence with significant penal and 

pecuniary penalties.

üNo public campaigns as counterfeiting is 

not a problem.







Pharmacist's Counselling Tools in China Taiwan



Public Awareness Campaigns against 

Counterfeit Medicines

General Public Campaign Posters in Nigeria 



Nigeriaôs 

ñPublic Enlightenmentò Campaign

Strategy of dialogue, education, persuasion 

Print and electronic media in English and vernacular 

Newspaper publication of differences between fake

and genuine products

Use of jingles, alert notices, billboards

Workshops, seminars and meetings with stakeholders

Campaign for rural dwellers ongoing

Essay competition for high school children at State, 

Zonal and National level

Established Consumer Safety clubs in schools to

establish culture of quality and consciousness

Publications of fliers, leaflets and posters



Guidance  produced by the 

Royal Pharmaceutical Society of GB (RPSGB) 

and the 

Medicines and Healthcare products Regulatory Agency (MHRA)

A patient information leaflet will be made available to download

from the websites of the RPSGB and the MHRA.

ÁMost counterfeits are first detected by patients

ÁTreat with caution a product offered unusually cheap

ÁLook for:  - signs of removed or switched labels;

altered expiry date

subtle changes in packaging

variation in size of container

changes in colour, shape, markings, 

thickness of tablets or capsules

CPA Newsletter February 2007


